


Many Americans will remember
the fourth quarter of 2008 as the
one with the costliest|oss of wealth
ever experienced in the American
economy, The U5, government,
never having experienced such-a
rapid loss of wealth and liquidity
in the economy, rushed to bail out
some large financial institutions
and other:major industries to stop
the massive losses This economic
downturn has stifled the ecanomy
and reduced the amount of credit being provided by the
banking system.

Fortunately, your Credit Uhion was pesitiohed to sustain
the immediate impact and cantinued ta meet our members'
credit needs, Security st Federal Credit Union has expert-
enced a significant growth in loan requests as more people
have turned to safe and financially sound institutions. As
we move forward, we will continue to ask our membership
and potential new members to bring their banking business
1o Security 1st. Furtheérmore, the U.S. government agencies
such as the FDIC and NCUA increased their level of insur-
ance on member deposits from $100,000.00 to $250,000.00,
providing an increased level of safety.

While these major events were taking place, your credit
union staff worked hard to improve its processes. Today,
every office  requires electronic sign-in so that we can
measure our members’ wait time and direct them to the
appropriate member service representative more promptly.
Furthermore, during the fourth quarter, we contracted with
a new call center provider. Soon your telephone inquiries
will be answered before and after normal ‘business hours.
Your staff also implemented an automated "Skip-A-Pay"
promotian via our website. Finally, our Marketing Depart-
ment will soon roll out our new logo and tag line with the
credit union name being fully spelled out from “Security 1st
Federal Credit Union™ to “Security First Credit Upion”

On behalf of your credit union management and staff, we
wish you and your family members a Happy, Healthy, and
Prosperous:New Year!

Al Beltran
President

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Security 1st Federal Credit Union will be holding its Annual Mem-
bership Meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 2009 at the Pharr International
Convention Center located at 3000 North Cage Blvd. The Annual
Meeting and Election of Directors Report will begin at 7:30 p.m.

By unanimous decision of the Nominating Committee (Dan Perez,
Committee Chairman, Alex Moreno and Joe Rodriguez), the follow-
ing individuals were selected as candidates to the Security 1st Federal
Credit Union Board of Directors.

David T. Marroquin (Three Year Term) Mr. Marroquin joined the
credit union in 1979. Mr. Marroquin has served on the Board for the
past six years and is currently the Board Vice Chairman. Mr. Marro-
quin is a retired Social Security employee and is currently an Hidalgo
County Probate Court investigator.

Xavier L. Rios (Three Year Term) Mr. Rios joined the credit union in
1867. Mr. Rios re-joined the Board of Directors three years ago and
has served as a credit union volunteer, Mr. Rios retired from the Bor-
der Patrol as Agent-in-Charge of the McAllen Border Patrol Station.

Norma Davis (Three Year Term) Mrs. Davis joined the credit union
nineteen years ago and has served as a Board member for the past
three years. After a career in the field of education, Mrs. Davis re-
tired and is involved in numerous community activities.

Additional nominations may be made by petition, signed by 299 Se-
curity 1st Federal Credit Union members (1% of the total member-
ship). A member must be at least 18 years of age to vote. The peti-
tion shall be in a format acceptable to the Nominating Committee
and received at the McAllen office at 3700 North 12th Street by 5:00
p.m. on February 20, 2009.* Should there be additional nominations
by petition, an election by mail ballot will be conducted. If there are
no nominations by petition, those listed by the Nominating Commit-
tee will be declared elected by acclamation, Nominations may not be
made from the floor at the Annual Membership Meeting.

*This notice is sent in accordance with the bylaws of Security 1st Fed-
eral Credit Union, Dan Perez, Secretary/Treasurer.

OLDEST MEMBER OF SECURITY FIRST PASSES ON

Charles Edward Cameron, Our oldest Credit Union
Member passed away on November 17, 2008 at the
age of 102.

The Security First Credit Union Family expresses its
condolences to the Cameron Family.

A MAKEOVER FOR SECURITY 15T FIRST

During times of financial turbulence, Security 1st wants to reassure its members that its continued success is due to the ever evolving involve-
ment each member contributes. During the past decade, Security 1st has added locations, increased its assets, welcomed a new generation
of members and has been viewed as a main competitor in the Rio Grande Valley financial industry. Hidalgo Federal Credit Union now known
as Security First Federal Credit Union was conceptualized over 60 years ago by a group of federal employees. Our community charted credit
union has grown to over 30 thousand members. It is time for a make over. Security First will soon be revitalizing its look to a more fresh and
familiar identifier. The process has taken well over a year and has progressed from a mere suggestion to the actual change of font, color,
and icon. This process is the first stage, better known to marketers, of branding the identity of Security First. The new logo will be making
its debut in February of 2009 and includes the colors green and blue. Security First, also known as, The Valley’s Credit Union has decided that
its time for the rest of the Rio Grande Valley to know that Security First will always put you and your family first, as the new tagline will read:
" Always Family, Always First.” Members can rest assure that the quality of service or the ever improving products are not going to change or
disappear. Additionally, the logo change will include the drop of the word federal in its name, but members can be assured that Security First
will continue to federally insure each account up to $250,000.00.



SCHOLARSHIPS

Rio Grande Valley high school seniors are once again invited to apply
for a $1,000.00 scholarship from Security First. Seniors planning to
First in advocating and teaching the importance of saving further their education at an accredited college or univ.ersity during
and practicing healthy financial habits. Security 1st held 2009-2010 schoal year are encouraged to apply. All seniors graduat-
a membership drive at the elementary school during the ing in the top 25% will be considered and judged on community and
month of October and opened young member savings ac- school involvement, employment commitments, personal essay, and
counts for students of all grades. Security First has then letters of recommendation. Security First extends the invitation to all
visited the campus on specified days during the months seniors and will provide applications to over 20 Valley high schoals.
of November and December to take in deposits and give If you would like your high school to be included in the list, please
a lesson on balancing accounts, registering funds and con- call 956-661-4000 ext. 1116. Applications will be available on January
tinuing good saving habits. As a reward for good saving 19th, 2009 and will be due back on March 16th, 2009, We encourage
habits, Jackson students who are also Security First young all our member's graduating seniors to complete the applications so
members were treated to special Halloween treats during that they may be considered.

October and an exclusive Santa visit on December 17th,
2008, Security First will continue its partnership in excel-
lence with Jackson Elementary throughout the school year

with visits during special events and have deposit days for
the students on specified Fridays. Security First has made it a priority to help membership take control

of their retirement by offering competitive rates on Individual Retire-
ment Accounts, (IRA). At whatever point in life one may be at, an IRA
is a logical and independent option when looking to save and invest
funds for retirement. Security First has made investing a possibility
with options on IRA's including: Traditional or Roth IRA's. One may
opt for either of the two IRA options depending on age and the need
or want for a tax break. A Roth IRA is a great option for those that are
interested in investing and aren‘t looking for an immediate tax break.
Additionally, a Roth IRA is a very flexible service by offering tax-free
and penalty-free transactions and does not mandate a distribution at
the age of 70 ", A traditional IRA gives its owner the opportunity to
take an immediate tax deduction and is sensible if the owner antici-
pates paying a lower rate on taxes during retirement. Depending on
the individual either of the two IRA options is available at Security
First with great rates and exceptional service. Member Service Rep-
resentatives from Security First will be more than glad to assist when
choosing the best IRA option. Please visit any Security First branch
today to start investing for the future.

lackson Elementary of McAllen has partnered with Security

FEATURED PRODUCT: IRA’S

Santa stopped and visited with Mr. Beltran during the
month of December in which he composed a letter inviting
all young members to stop by for a special treat he left be-
hind for all young members. Letters from Santa were sent
out during the month of December and treats were avail-
able from December 15th - December 24th, 2008.

SEMINAR: UNDERSTANDING TRADITIONAL AND ROTH IRAS AND IRA DISTRIBUTIONS

Join us for our next seminar presented by Money Concepts:

When: Thursday, March 5th

Time: 6:30 PM

Where: Security First, McAllen Branch located at 3700 N 12th St. McAllen TX 78501
Registration: FREE! Call 956-463-6862 or go to Security1stFCU.com to register

For more information on upcoming workshops contact Security 1st Member Services Representative or Mr. Cardenas directly at 956-463-6862.
All Securities through Money Concepts Capital Corp. Member NASD/SIPC 11440 North Jog Road, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418

IBRGANI::(E:TTII:HTCEI;T;OF DEPOSIT 4. 0 0 % APY *

APY* - Annual Percent Yield. Certain terms and restrictions may apply. Minimum to open a certificate is $1,000,
Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings an the account. Offer Expires 1/31/09.




ATM SAFETY NOTICE

SAFETY NOTICE FOR ATM AND NIGHT

The Credit Union has provided for your in
Night Deposit Facilities.

Be aware of your surroundings, particular
Consider having someone accompany you
Close the entry door of any ATM facility e
If another person is uncomfortably close t:
Refrain from displaying your cash at the A
wallet. Count the cash later in the safety «
6. If you notice anything suspicious at the AT
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